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The non-violent democracy is the highest form of State that
man ha? yet been able to envisage. No doubt such a State will
make gr^at demands on the individual, for it presumes man not '
as he lives but as he should, not for the pleasures of the senses
but for the service of society. The non-violent State can subsist
only on die basis of a strong sense of unity of ideals. But non-
violent direct action that will usher in the non-violent State will
also create that moral atmosphere in which alone this State can
flourish.

The State is a mere means and not an end. The ultimate
end or purpose of the non-violent State will be to advance
"the greatest good of all".; To that end it will give to the indi-
vidual maximum opportunity for growth. But the State is rooted
in violence, exploits the poor and by enforcing action restricts
the scope for self-rule on the part of the individual. So in a
predominantly non-violent society the State will govern the
least and use the least amount of force.81 Consistently with the
moral level of the people it will aim at reducing its functions
so as to efface itself ultimately and thus lead to the self-
regulated, ordered anarchy.

As regards the State governing the least Gandhiji writes,
"our capacity for swaraj depends upon our capacity for solving
without reference to, or intervention of, the Government, all
the varied and complex problems that must arise in the affairs
of one of the biggest and the most ancient nations like ours."82
"Self-government means continuous effort to be independent of
Government control, whether it is foreign or whether it is
national. Swaraj Government will be a sorry affair if people look
up to it for the regulation of every detail of life."83 Again, "I
admit that there are certain things which cannot be done with-
out political power, but there are numerous other things which
do not at all depend upon political power. That is why a thinker
like Thoreau said that 'that Government is best which, governs
the least.' This means that when people come into possession of
political power, the interference with the freedom of the people
is reduced to a minimum. In other words, a nation that runs its
affairs smoothly and effectively without much State interference
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